





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Wife working 54.2 71.3 79.8
Husband working 99.6 98.0 98.6
Both working 54.0 70.1 78.9
End of decade
Wife working 69.1 80.5 82.2
Husband working 96.8 96.5 90.4
Both working 66.6 77.8 74.5
1969-79 1979-89 1988-98
Annual hours per family
Beginning of decade
Wives' hours 598 929 1,248
Husbands' hours 2,361 2,252 2,313
Sum (h+w) hours 2,958 3,182 3,561
Wives' share (%) 20.2 29.2 35.0
End of decade
Wives' hours 951 1,253 1,397
Husbands' hours 2,243 2,236 2,302
Sum (h+w) hours 3,195 3,489 3,698
Wives' share (%) 29.8 35.9 37.8
Annual hours per worker
Beginning of decade
Working wife 1,103 1,304 1,564
Working husband 2,370 2,298 2,346
End of decade
Working wife 1,378 1,557 1,699
Working husband 2,318 2,317 2,547
Source: See Table 1.
Average Annual Work Hours of Wives and Husbands
(under-55, married-couple families)
Source: Authors' calculations based on Panel Study of Income Dynamics data on 
families headed by a married couple at both beginning and end of period, with 
both partners age 55 or younger at end of period.
Table 1






Under age 18 87.5 80.3 77.1
Under age 5 54.3 45.9 40.9
Annual work hours with children
Wives' hours 520 811 1,115
Husbands' hours 2,383 2,270 2,339
Wives' share (% of h+w) 17.9 26.3 32.3
Annual work hours with no children
Wives' hours 1,140 1,412 1,696
Husbands' hours 2,206 2,181 2,225
Wives' share (% of h+w) 34.1 39.3 43.2
Percent with wife working 
With children 50.2 67.0 75.9
With no children 82.2 88.9 92.6
Annual hours per worker:
Working wife with children 1,037 1,211 1,468
Working wife with no children 1,387 1,589 1,831
End of decade:
Percent with children:
Under age 18 75.8 69.6 61.9
Under age 5 14.3 18.5 13.8
Annual work hours with children
Wives' hours 938 1,209 1,326
Husbands' hours 2,270 2,265 2,325
Wives' share (% of h+w) 29.2 34.8 36.3
Annual work hours with no children
Wives' hours 993 1,355 1,512
Husbands' hours 2,159 2,169 2,263
Wives' share (% of h+w) 31.5 38.4 40.0
Percent with wife working 
With children 69.0 79.9 82.3
With no children 69.3 81.6 82.1
Annual hours per worker:
Working wife with children 1,360 1,512 1,612
Working wife with no children 1,433 1,660 1,841
Source: See Table 1.
Table 3
Family Work Characteristics by Presence of Children
(under-55, married-couple families)
281969-79 1979-89 1988-98
Hourly pay (labor income per work hour):
Beginning of decade
Working wives 10.53 12.65 13.83
Working husbands 19.17 20.34 21.15
End of decade
Working wives 12.20 13.94 15.72
Working husbands 23.04 23.72 26.50
Average annual income (per family):
Beginning of decade
Wives' earnings 6,294 11,762 17,253
Husbands' earnings 45,244 45,819 48,929
Total family income (including other income) 56,397 64,819 74,400
Wives' share of (h+w) earnings (%) 12.2 20.4 26.1
End of decade
Wives' earnings 11,609 17,465 21,953
Husbands' earnings 51,690 53,048 60,997
Total family income (including other income) 79,315 85,804 102,982
Wives' share of (h+w) earnings (%) 18.3 24.8 26.5
Source: See Table 1.
Table 4
Earnings of Husbands and Wives in Under-55, Married-Couple Families
(in dollars, except as noted)
Incomes are expressed in 2000 dollars.  Other income includes labor income (earnings) of other family 















Less than high school 14.3 8.2 1.7 0.7 24.9
High school diploma 12.4 23.1 9.0 8.5 52.9
Some college 1.2 2.7 4.2 4.4 12.5
College grad or more 0.2 0.6 0.9 7.9 9.7
All 28.1 34.6 15.7 21.6 100.0
1979-89
Less than high school 7.5 6.3 0.5 0.3 14.5
High school diploma 7.7 24.6 10.8 6.5 49.7
Some college 0.3 4.4 6.4 6.4 17.6
College grad or more 0.1 1.9 2.7 13.6 18.2
All 15.6 37.2 20.4 26.8 100.0
1988-98
Less than high school 1.9 2.6 0.4 0.3 5.2
High school diploma 4.4 20.6 9.8 5.2 40.0
Some college 0.7 7.5 8.1 9.7 26.1
College grad or more 0.1 2.4 4.9 21.3 28.7
All 7.1 33.2 23.2 36.6 100.0
Source: See Table 1.
Table 5
Distribution of Families by Education of Wife and Husband
(percent of all under-55, married-couple families at beginning of decade)
30Figure 1
Source: Authors' calculations based on Panel Study of Income Dynamics (PSID) data.
Figure 2
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31Figure 3
Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
Share of Families in Each Mobility Category with a Working Wife
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wife kept working wife began working wife stopped working
32Figure 4
Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
Work Hours of Wives and Husbands 
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wives' work hours husbands' work hours
33Figure 5
Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
Annual Work Hours of Families With Children at End of Decade
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4,142
34Figure 6
Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
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working wives working husbands
35Figure 7
Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
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Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
Figure 9
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wife's labor income husband's labor income other income
37Figure 10
Source: Authors' calculations based on PSID data for under-55, married-couple families.
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wives' earnings husbands' earnings other income
381969-79
Quintile Quintile in 1979 Mix in
in 1969 Poorest Second Third Fourth Richest 1969
Poorest 40.2 30.2 17.4 8.7 3.5 18.5
Second 14.9 27.8 30.1 19.8 7.3 22.4
Third 5.5 24.4 26.3 22.1 21.7 23.7
Fourth 5.3 11.0 31.2 29.6 22.9 19.5
Richest 3.1 4.1 12.1 24.1 56.6 15.8
Mix in 1979 13.6 20.4 24.2 20.9 20.9 100.0
1979-89
Quintile Quintile in 1989 Mix in
in 1979 Poorest Second Third Fourth Richest 1979
Poorest 45.9 29.7 17.7 5.4 1.4 16.6
Second 18.6 34.3 26.6 16.5 4.0 22.0
Third 8.3 27.8 22.2 29.6 12.1 21.2
Fourth 5.6 13.3 26.6 29.2 25.3 22.1
Richest 2.1 3.4 10.4 28.0 56.1 18.1
Mix in 1989 15.1 21.9 21.3 22.3 19.4 100.0
1988-98
Quintile Quintile in 1998 Mix in
in 1988 Poorest Second Third Fourth Richest 1988
Poorest 47.6 24.0 15.1 7.6 5.7 14.5
Second 18.8 38.7 24.2 13.0 5.3 20.3
Third 8.1 19.4 30.9 29.1 12.5 24.5
Fourth 2.9 13.5 23.4 33.9 26.3 22.4
Richest 1.5 2.7 13.2 28.3 54.3 18.3
Mix in 1998 13.6 19.6 22.3 23.7 20.8 100.0
Source: Authors' calculations based on data from PSID.
Note: Cells with shading indicate percentage of families remaining in the quintile in which they began.  
For example, the upper left entry indicates that 40.2 percent of families in the poorest quintile in 1969 
were still there in 1979.  The entry above and to the left of the lower right (100 percent) cell reports that 
54.3 percent of families that were in the richest quintile in 1988 were still in the richest quintile in 1998.  
Appendix Table A-1
Mobility Patterns for Under-55, Married-Couple Families
(quintile percentages sum to 100 across each row)
39